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WHAT HAS BECOME OF THE MEDAL OF HONOR MEN

Colonel Whittlesey’s Tragic Death and Fate of Sergeant Woodfil, Once a Captain, Renews
Interest in Holders of Nation’s Highest Honor, the Congr ssional Award, but Most of the
Fifty-three Heroes Have Dropped From Sight---Some of Those Traced Prosperous
and Happy, Others Not So Fortunate

y REPUBLIC is ungrateful, maybe, but
A In the matter of the men who re-
4 ceivad for their bravery in France
dhis Republie’s highest reward if any forget-
followed they
Of the seventy-elght

ine=s hos seam to have

hemselves to blame.

nen who were awarded the Cong sional
Middnl of Honor several sinece then have dis-
ippeared fron, view. It i known that fifty-

ree are lHving, but even of these the where-

wits af twenty are only vaguely known,
vhile four have vanighed without leaving
he slightest trace, These lost men  are
Johannes 8, Anderson, first sergeant; Ber-
ver Loman, private; Thomas A. Pope, cor-
wral, and Samuel M. Sumpler, sergeant

Tie New Yorxk HEeranp to trace holders
f the mednl conlisted the ald of the War
Department and that of itg correspondents
ibout the country, but to small avail. Let

tiers to the missing men when clues to thel

wldresses turned up remained unanswersd
il even the authorities ot Washington ad-
nit they can get no truce of thelr present
vhereabouts or of thelr friends and relatives
il they have any
Since thiz inquiry

well as

widesproad and indus
persistent
oncerning a few of the men who are deeply
nteresting to the public have been published
8 0 sequel to the story of fhelr war career
ind sometimes as a finls. Thus the public
was pleased to learn that Sergeant York had
heen alded In the effort to his little
farm, as it was dlsplensed to learn that vet-
cran Woodfil, raiged to the
rank of captaln during the war, had bean
‘educed to that of Hergeant ufter its close
The deepest regret was untversally felt
over the fate of Lient.-Col, Charles W
Whittlesey, who commanded the “Lost Bat-
talion" in the Argonne and returned home to
be invested with many hofwrs and a real
pride in his achievement. The strain of
those fateful days had left a mental wound
that reached to the depths of his sou}l, and
ccently the country was shocked to read of
liis leaving this life by leaping over the slde
of a ship while on ita voyage, the letters that
“he had written before this act reveallng that
it had been premeditated and carefully pre-
pared for.

Ifous As béegan  facls

smve

who had been

The Inquiries of I'ng New York HERrALD
as to the present circumstances of holders
of the Congressional afeda) are given below
1% the result of personal ‘nterviews or cor-
respondence:

IDNEY G. GUMPERTZ was a top ser-
S geant in Company 1, 132d Infantry,
who enlisted in Chicago, although he
was then and still is a publisher and adver-
tising agent of New York at 101 West Forty-
wocond street. After the performance of the
leed of galluntry for which he recelved the
medal Gumpertz was commissioned a first
lleutenant,

Mr, Gumpertz hns in preparation a book
devoted to the records of nll the Jewish
8 who distinguished themselves by deeds
of gallantry In the world war, giving their

storles and their present occupations. On
hle work he has n occupled for (wo
vears; this prellminary labor I8 now ap-

proaching completion and the book will 2oon
o 1o press.

The former leutenant has kept in touch
with all the Medal of Honor soldiers and
ithers who made a notable record in the

var who live In or near New York, and on
hese he i= a mine of information, most of
which he has incorporated in the forth-
coming volume., He shows with a degree
of proper pride a letter from Mayor W. 8.
Fitzgerald of Clevelnnd dated September 16,
1920, in which is noted the hearty welcome
given to him and his comrades with a pres-
entation of the keys of the city In the con-
ventlon of the American Leglon being held
n Cleveland,

Sergeant Gumpertz was born in Callfornia
October 24, 1879, was graduated from the
Stockton High School in 1808, He joined
the Tlinols Infantry, which became the 1324
Infantry. Ie was promoted to sergeantey
December 27, 1017. With an Itallan private,
Sebastinn Emma, Sergeant Gumpertz cleaned
ip o dungerous machine gun nest on Sep-
tember 26, 1518, In the Bols de Forges. near

Forges Creek. Gumpertz killed t) two
gunners with his pistol fire and ptured
fourteen Germans. Half an hour later he
met another nest and thréw Inte It a hand
gronade, killing several and taking sixteen
nore prisonsri.

The bravery of the sergeant enabled his
mit to advance, The offlicial citation for

the Modal of Honor for Sergeant Gumperts
vas dated January 19, 1010

APTAIN GEORGE G. McMURTRY
In the roll of honor under date of Oc-

tober 2-8 are coupled the names of tha
0%th In-

Major and a Captain of the

fantry. Charles W. Whittlesoy is the former
ntfcer and Guorge G. MeMurtry the latter.
It I8 not necessary to recall to anyhbody who
has heard the thrilling story of the "“Lost

geant Johnston, Corporal Bart.

Medal of Honor men entertained by General Pershing at his Chaumont headquarters, Feb. g, 1919:
Front rank, Jeft to right: Major George G. McMurtry, Sergeant Archie Peck, Sergeant W. Sandlin, Corporal Berger
Loman, Lieut.-Gen. Hunter Liggett, Gen. Pershing, Capt. Collins, First Sergeant Anderson, First Sergeant Gumpertz, Ser-

In the rear ranks are: Lieutenants Furlong, Woodfil, Donald Call, Private Thomas Niebaur, Capt. Mallon, Privates
Slack and Barger, Capt. Allworth and Sergeant Jesse N. Funk.

TPhoto courtesy Sldney G, Gumperts.

Battallon" that thelr deedsg especlally recog-
nized by thelr country were done In the Ar-
gonne.

Captain McMurtry Is a wealthy man whose
business is to look after hls owr. estate; his
home Is at 800 Fifth avenue, New York.

While Major Whittlesey and Captaln M
Murtry and thelr ga'llant handiul of follow-
ers were making thelr never-to-te-forgotten
stand another soldler of the 208°h Infantry
and one of the 307th, next in line to the
right, were doing, in the mazvs of the Ar-
gonne Forest, the {rarless ploncering work
that finally permitted the 154th Infantry Brl-
gade (307th and 308th) to reach and rellove
the beleaguered men. First Sergeant Benja-
min Kaufman contributed not a little to this
HICCesR

ERGEANT “"BENNIE" KAUFMAN |
S n travelllng s=alesman for a watch
manufacturer. e married rece ntly

und s now Hving in Trenton, N, J

contented and happy, His company was Com-
pany K and the citation is dated October 4
Sergeant “Bennle” took out o patrol for the
purpoge of attacking an enemy machine gun.
Before reaching it he became separated from
his patrol and a bullet shattersd his right
arm. He advanced on the gun alone, throw-
ing grenades with his left hand and charg-
ing with his pistol. He scattered the Ger-
man crew and took the machine zun and
one prisoner back to the frst aid station,

ERGEANT ALAN LOUIS EGGERS,

Machine Gun Company, 107th Infan-

try, roeads the date September 29 on his

medal. Fle was clted for eournge at Lo

Catalet. Mr. Eggers |8 In business with his
father, a publisher in New York eity,

ERGCEANT JOHN CRINDLAND
S LATHAM, Muachine Gun Company,
107th Infantry, awarded the medal for
bravery at Lo Caialet, September 29, 1s a
landscape gardener, living at 340 East 194th
street, New York., He Is happy in his work
and of course essful. A year snd a half
y he married and now he has n baby In
family

ERGEANT RICHARD O'NEIL, 165th
Infantry, was awnrded n medal only
this yoar He |a student and only

His home in New
114th streot.

the

2% years old now,
s at 304 West

York

RCHIE A, P'HMCK, who womnr the Con-
A gressional Medal of Honor while
serving ax u private with the 307th
Infantry, Seventy-seventh Divigion, returned
to his homo In HHornell, N. Y., as soon as
musterad out. The morning after his arrival
he dropped awround in clvilian clothes to

Richmyer's grocery where he had been em-
ployed as a delivery boy.

“Is my Job still open? he asked of Mi

Righmyer,
“SQure,” s=nld the storekesper; “there's
always a Job here for you, Archie. Where's

that medal I hear you won for bravery?”
“I want a job, not medals,"” said Archie as
he hung up his coat nnd went to work.

But In those days the war fever had not
yet subsided and people kept dropping into
the store and asking Archie about his medal,
He never showed It to any one but his
mother, and ho didn't like to be pestered by
curlous people always nsling him about the

war and about his part in 9t, He stood the
hero worship for a fow monthe and then he
afift his job. For a long time none but his
parents knew where he waa, because Archle
Mdn't want people bothering him with ques-
tions.

At present he ix working In a grocery
store tn Rochester and it i= safe to say that

none of the customers realizes that the frail
looking boy who deals out the sugar and tea
was one of the most consplcuous heroes of
the world war. Archle Peck had a hard time
getting into the army. He was rejected six
times when he tried to enlist and wasn't even
husky enough to get a job with the
Y. M. C. A. Finally the draft took him, doc-
tora passed him hurriedly and he went to
camp. His parents thought the rigors of
the camp and trench would be too much for
the Ind. But Archie proved before he came
home that brawn is not essentlal to bravery.
And since the war he has proved that mod-
esty | also an attribute of bravery.

A, 1056th Infantry, was cited on Bep-

R EIDAR WAALER, sargeant, Company
l‘.n‘]lf'l' -

for gallantry at Ronssoy.
He is a Norweglan and went back to Nor-
wity to visit his people after the armistice,
hat he i=s expected to return and make his
home In this country. (m the samo date a
pusthumous award of the medal was made
to William B Turner, first lleutenant, 106th

Infantry, for bravery in the same engage-
ment
UGUST JANSEN is the right name of
A Charles ¥, Hoffman, Fifth Marines,
Second Divislon, under which ns-

stimed cognomen he was cited on June 6 as
gunnery sergeant, Forty-ninth Company,
Fifth Marines, Chateau Thierry. Jansen ran
away from home to enllst. He is now to
be found at the recrulting office, U. B, A,
Marine Corpa in Twonty-third streat, New
York, and 18 a member of the 8. Rankin

Drew Post, named after the aviator son of
Bidney Drew and nephew of John Drew
His family persuaded him to resume his

own name after his return.

RITING from Blairstown, Mo., his

\:\f home, John L, Barkley, a modest

war hero, writes:

“I have been farming from the day after I
came home from the army until now, When
I eame home my brotheras were plonghing
wheat ground and the next morning after I
came T was in the field by sun up turning
the earth with a plough. I have been farm-
Ing ever sinee and expect to do the same
for some time. 1 llke farm life because one
ean be his own boss. 1 was in college when
1 wns called to the “colors and war away
from college for two years during the war,
but 1 expect to return.

"I have had several appointments offered
me and have refused my name to be placed
on any ticket for any politieal ofMes for 1T am
too young and anyway I would rather ba free
and Independent and let people have these
positions whe like notoriety.

‘T am now in the best of health. 1 do not

Continwed on Following Poge.

Left to right are these Congressional Medal of Honor men: Lieut.-Col. C. W. Whittlesey (now dead); Private John Kelly, U. §. Marine
Capt. George G. McMurtry; Sergeant Alvin C. York; Sergeant S, G. Gumpertz; Sergeant M. Waldo Hatler; Capt. Samuel Woodfil

Corps;

e o ""mr » .

i
\‘

g S TR L

B T T
1

AWARDS OF THE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL
'OF HONOR IN THE WORLD WAR

ALABAMA.
SIDNEY E. MANNING, corporal, Company G, 167th Infantry, Forty-second Divi-

sion, Flomaton, Ala.
ARIZONA.

“FRANK LUKE, JR, S d Lieutenant, First Pursuit Group, Twenty-seventh
Aero, Air Service; Phoenix, Ariz.

*JOHN H. PRUITT, corporal, Seventy-eighth Company, Sixth Regiment, U. 5. M.
C., Second Division; Phoenix, Ariz.

CALIFORNIA.

PHILLIP C. KATZ, sergeant, Company C, 363d Infantry, Ninety-first Division;
San Francisco.

*OSCAR F. MILLER, major, 361st Infantry, Ninety-first Division; Los Aag.el'el-

PATRICK REGAN, second lieutenant, 115th Infantry, Twenty-ninth Division;

Los Angeles.
*HAROLD W. ROBERTS, corporal, Company A, 344th Battalion, Tank Corps;
San Francisco. X NEE
LLOEDI M. SEI?ERT. sergeant, Company F, 364th Infantry, Ninety-first Division;
alinas, Cal.
CHESTER H. WEST, first sergeant, Company D, 363d Infantry, Ninety-first Divi-
sion; Los Banons, Cal.

NELSON M. HOLDERMAN, captain, 307th Infantry, Seventy-seventh Division;

Santa Ana, Cal.
COLORADO.

*MARCELLUS H. CHILES, 356th Infantry, Eighty-ninth Division; Denver.

JESSE N. FUNK, private, 364th Infantry, Eighty-ninth Division; Calhan, Col.

HAROLD I. JOHNSTON, sergeant, 356th Infantry, Eighty-ninth Dlvlnlqn; Denver.

*J. HUNTER WICKERSHAM, second lieutenant, 353d Infantry, Eighty-ninth
Division; Denver.

IDAHO.
THOMAS C. NEIBAUR, private, 167th Infantry, Fifty-second Division; Sugar
City, Idaho.
ILLINOIS. .

JAKE ALLEX, corporal, 131st Infantry, Thirty-third Division; Chicago.

JOHANNES S. ANDERSON, first sergeant, 132d Infantry, Thirty-third Division;
Chicago.

MICHAEL B. ELLIS, sergeant, Twenty-eighth Infantry, First Division; East St
Louis, 1L :

SIDNEY G. GUMPERTZ, first sergeant, Thirty-third Division;
Chicago.

RALYN HILL, corporal, 129th Infantry, Thirty-third Division; Oregon, Il

JOHN JOSEPH KELLY, private, Seventy-eighth Company, Sixth Regiment, U. 5.
M. C., Second Division; Chicago.

BERGER LOMAN, private, 132d Infantry, Thirty-third Division; Chicago.

THOMAS A. POPE, corporal, 131st Infantry, Thirty-third Division; Chicago.

IOWA.

132d Infantry,

*EMERY J. PIKE: lieutenant-col A hine gun officer, Eighty-second Divi-
sion; Des Moines.
KANSAS.
GEORGE S. ROBB, first lieutenant, 369th Infantry, Ninety-third Division;

Salina, Kan.
KENTUCKY.

WILLIE SANDLIN, sergeant, 132d Infantry, Thirty-third Division; Shoales, Ky.
SAMUEL WOODFIL, first lieutenant, Sixtieth Infantry, 5th Division; Thomas, Ky.
MARYLAND.
¢*HENRY G. COSTIN, private, 115th Infantry, Twenty-ninth Division; Baltimore.

MASSACHUSETTS. :
*GEORGE DILBOY, private, 103d Infantry, Twenty-sixth Division; Somerville,

f “MIC};;EL J. PERKINS, private, 101st Infantry, Twenty-sixth Division; South

Boston. .
CHARLES W. WHITTLESEY, major, 308th Infantry, Seventy-seventh Division;
Pittafield, Mass.

MICHIGAN.
HAROLD A. FURLONG, first lieutenant, 3563d Infantry, Eighty-ninth Division;
Detroit.
ad MINNESOTA.

GEORGE H. MALLON, captain, 132d Infantry, Thirty-third Division; Minneapolls.

MISSOURIL.
CHARLES D. BARGER, private, 354th Infantry, Eighty-ninth Division; Stotts

ity, Mo.
JOHN I.:.' BARKLEY, private, Fourth Infantry, Third Division; Blairstown, Mo.
ARTHUR J. FORREST, sergeant, 384th Infantry, Eighty-ninth Division; Hannibal.
M. WALDO HATLER, sergeant, 356th Infantry, Eighty-ninth Division; Neosho.
*ALEXANDER R. SKINKER, captain, 138th Infantry, Thirty-fifth Division; St.

Louis.
NEW JERSEY.

FRANK J. BART, private, Ninth Infantry, Second Division; Newark.
ALAN LOUIS EGGERS, sergeant. 107th Infantry, Twenty-seventh Division;

Summit.
JOHN CRINDLAND LATHAM, sergeant, 107th Infantry, Twenty-seventh Divi-
sion; Rutherford.
L. WARDLAW MILES,
Princeton.
*THOMAS E. O'SHEA, corporal, M. G. Company, 107th Infantry, Twenty-seventh
Division; Summit.
“WILLIAM SAWELSON,
arrison.

LADIOVOUS VAN IERSAL, sergeant, Ninth Infantry, Second Division; Glen

Rock, N. J.
NEW YORK,

DONALD M. CALL, second lieutenant, Tank Corps, Larchmont Manor, N. Y.
*WILBUR E. COLLIER, sergeant, First Engineers, First Division; S, Ozone Park.
FRANK GAFFNEY, private, 108th Infantry, Twenty-seventh Div.; Niagara Falls.
CHARLES F. HOFFMAN, gunnery sergeant, Fifth Marines, Second Division;

Brooklyn.
BENJAMIN’ KAUFMAN, first sergeant, 308th Infantry, Seventy-seventh Division;

captain, 308th Infantry, Seventy-seventh Division;

sergeant, 312th Infantry, Seventy-eighth Division;

Brooklyn.

*MATEJ KOCAK, sergeant, Fifth Regiment, Fifth Marines, Second Division;
Binghamton.

GEORGE G. McMURTRY, captain, 308th Infantry, Seventy-seventh Divikion;
New York City.

ARCHIE A. PECK, private, 307th Infantry, Seventy-seventh Division; Hornell.

*WILLIAM BRADFORD TURNER, first lieutenant, 105th Infantry, Twenty-sev-
enth Division; Garden City, L. I.

REIDER WAALER, sergeant, 105th Machine Gun Battalion, Twenty-seventh
Division; New York City.

NORTH CAROLINA.
*ROBERT L. BLACKWELL, private, 119th Infantry, Thirtieth Division; Hurdle

Mills, N. C
NORTH DAKOTA.
‘FRED E. SMITH, lieutenant-colonel, 308th Infantry, Seventy-seventh Division;
entered service from North Dakota.
“NELS WOLD, private, 138th Infantry, Thirty-fifth Division; Minnewaukan, N. D.

OKLAHOMA.
GEORGE PRICE HAYS, first lieutenant, Tenth Field Artillery, Third Division;
entered service from Oklahoma.
SAMUEL H. SAMPLER, sergeant, 142d Infantry, Thirty-sixth Division; Mangum.
HAROLD L. TURNER. corporal, 142d Infantry, Thirty-sixth Division; Seminaole.

OREGON. :
EDWARD C. ALLWORTH, captain, Sixtfeth Infantry, Fifth Division; entered
military service from Oregon.

PENNSYLVANIA.
*JAMES |I. MESTROVITCH, sergennt, Eleventh Infantry, Thirty-eighth Division;

Pittsburgh.
SOUTH CAROLINA.
.LAMES“ Cs. %OZlER, first lieutenant, 118th Infantry, Thirtieth Division; Rock
i . C.
GAI!EY'EVANS FOSTER, sergeant, 118th Infantry, Thirtieth Division; Inman.
*THOMAS LEE HALL, sefgeant, 118th Infartry, Thirtieth Division; Fort Mill.
*JAMES D. HERIOT, corporal, 118th Infantry, Thirtieth Division; Providence,S.C.
RICHMOND H. HILTON, sergeant, 118th Infantry, Thirtieth Division; Westville,
JOHN C. VILLIPIGUE, corporal, 118th Infantry, Thirtieth Division; Camden.

TENNESSEE.
JOSEPH B. ADKINSON, sergeant, 119th Infantry, Thirtieth Division; Atoka.
JAMES E. KARNES, sergeant, 117th Infantry, Thirtieth Division; Kaexville.
*MILO LEMERT, first sergeant, 119th Infantry, Thirtisth Division; Croassville.
EDWARD R. TALLEY, sergeant, 117th Infantry, Thirtieth Division; Russeliville.
CALVIN JOHN WARD, private, 117th Infantry., Thirtieth Division; Morristown.
ALVIN C. YORK, corporal, 388th Infantry, Eighty-second Division: Pall Mall.

TEXAS.
‘DAVID B. BARKELEY, private, 356th Infantry, Eighty-ninth Division; San

Antenio,
VIRGINIA.
EARL D. GREGORY, sergeant, \16th Infantry, Twenty-ninth Division; Chase City,

WISCONSIN. p
CLAYTON K. SLACK, private, 124th Machine Gun Battalion, Thirty-third Divi
sion; Madison.
*Posthumous award.




